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Topic Summary Correlation Table References 


West's Key Number Digest 


West's Key Number Digest, Conversion and Civil Theft=104 to 106 


A.L.R. Library 


Nature of property or rights other than tangible chattels which may be subject of conversion, 44 A.L.R.2d 927 





An action will not lie for the conversion of a mere debt or chose in action. | 


Definition: 


A chose in action is the right to recover a personal chattel or sum of money, whether it is a present or a future right.” It is a personal 


right not reduced into possession but recoverable by a suit at law. 
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Where there is no obligation to return identical money but only a relationship of debtor and creditor, an action for conversion 


of the funds representing the indebtedness will not lie against the debtor.” For instance, an action for conversion will not lie 


where the property involved is a general bank account.” 


However, once an account matures, a bank's withholding of a check representing specifically identified and designated sums 


belonging to the depositor and its use of the check in an unauthorized manner does constitute conversion.° Also, while 


conversion does not lie for money represented by a general debt, it is otherwise where funds are placed in the custody of another 


for a specific purpose. ’ In other words, money may be the subject of a conversion action only if it is a determinate sum which 


the defendant was entrusted to apply to a certain purpose. 
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